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‘ New Year, New Start’ . A great slogan but hard to put into practice. Recently there have been a
host of TV programmes about families moving to the countryside or abroad in the hope of making a new
start. Last night three 20 year olds who wanted to start their own Safari Park Centrein Kenyawere
featured. They hoped to be up and running within 6 months but two yearslater they were running out of
money, getting increasingly frustrated with each other and really struggling to see their vision come into
reality.
Many of usdon’ t even get asfar asthat with making effective changein our lives.
New Year’ sResolutions? Gave them up year’ sago. Lent? Giving thingsup? It all seemsso trivia
compar ed to what Easter isreally about.
Just imagine though if you weren’ t trying to make that lifestyle change on your own but in company with
100 other people. Suppose they were all praying for you and encour aging you. Consider meeting with
othersevery week to talk through the struggles and joys of living out the new vision. Would that make a
difference?
In February, asa church, we are going to sharein a project called ’ 40 Days of Purpose’ , a 6veek
spiritual growth campaign that is designed to answer the question, “ What on earth am | herefor?”
Together, we will learn about God’ s purposesfor our lives, and help each other to develop healthy
spiritual habits.
To make the most of these 40 life-changing days, we hope that you will want to make the following
commitments:
1. Hear all seven Sunday sermonsin the series, “ 40 Days of Purpose” .
2. Read the 40 daily readingsin The Purpose Driven Life book by Rick Warren. Thesereadings will
guideyou in your personal journey to discover God’ s purposesforyour life.
3. Join a Purpose-Driven Life. New fellowship groups will be forming and you can pick the day, time
and location most convenient for you. Bible study group
4. Memorize a simple Bible ver se each week that will focusyou on God’ s purposes.
Wecan' t all escapeto a Safari Park but we can all discover and enjoy more of God’ s purpose for our
lives. Mark out the period from Feb 22nd to Apr 4th now!
Andy

Continuing... Conte nts of the Bible

The New Testament

MATHEW, MARK, LUKE and JOHN the holy Gospelswrote. Describing how the Saviour died — His
lifeand what he taught.

ACTSproves how God the Apostles owned with signsin every place.
ST PAUL in ROMANS teaches us how man is sacred by grace.
Theapostlein CORINTIANS instructs, exhorts, reproves.
GALATIONS showsthat faith in Christ alone, the Father cares.
EPHESIANS and PHILIPPIANStel what Christians ought to be.
COLOSSIANS bidsusliveto God and for eternity.
INTHESSALONIANS we aretaught the Lord will come from heaven.
In Timothy and TITUSA BISHOPSruleisgiven.

PHILEMON marksa Christian’ slove which only Christians know.
HEBREWS revealsthe Gospel as prefigured by the L aw.

St JAMES insiststhat without worksfaith isbut vain and dead.

And PETER pointsthe narrow way in which the saintsare led.

St JOHN in his epistles on love delights to dwell.

And JUDE gives awful warning of judgement, wrath and hell.

The REVELATION prophecies of that tremendous day.



When Christ, and Christ alone, shall bethetrembling sinner’ sstay.
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10 Main Road

Morabie Village

Molamby Area

Koya Rural District 12 May 2003

Dear Brethren of the household of faith,

| wish to express our sincerethanksfor the new house which the church sponsored through Mercy Ships,
thisletter isbeing dictated in tenure and translated in English. During thewar our previous house was
destroyed and when we came back to our village there was no house. Thanksto God for sending Mercy
Shipsto help rebuilding our village. Hope Baptist Church have demonstrated to usthe kind of love the
people of your church have for the poor and needy. May God continueto bless your church so that you
can do more. Wewill also like to thank Gomer and Thorph and their family for their good work that they
aredoingintheVeneYard. Wepray that God will continueto blessthem. We werethinking that God
was not on our side but now we know however things may be difficult in life. We must only trust in the
Lord, hewill perform miracles. Wewill never remain to think of Hope Baptist Church. Thisisthe house
old name. Wewill also liketo establish a church by this name so that the good news can be preached in
every villagein our community. We have benefited from the seed of hope and also the animal program.
The new home will benefit the family greatly for someone littleto have a fine houselikethisoneislikea
miracle. We send greetingsto you all in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Gods richest blessing on
you all.

| remain, yoursin Christ

Mohomed F Biamgura

Give thanksfor

Thesafearrival of Kateand Simon Harry's daughter Grace;

All the exciting new developments at Hope during 2003, and the opportunities the new year will bring.
Please pray for:

Those who struggle with continuing ill health, particularly Marilyn Fray and Viola Woodward.
Continuing co-operation with Pennycross Methodist and St. Pancras churches, and with other Christians
in thecity.

The Ministers and Deacons; the Deacons' election, those who will be re-elected or appointed for the fir st
time.

The Chinese Fellowship, celebrating two New Years - one at each end of January! May both lead to new
opportunities and blessings.

The Lenten Course " 40 Days of Purpose”, which beginsat the end of February. May all who take part in
it find challenge and enrichment

At thelast church members meeting in December, the decision was taken to set a bold budget for 2004,
based on thelast 12 months' experience and recognising the opportunities and challenges facing usin the
coming year.

We asked Peter Brown, the Church Treasurer, afew questions about it......

Q: The church has decided to set a “ deficit” budget for next year. Peter, what does that actually
mean?



Peter: It meansthat we have set a budget, which allows for expenditure in the next 12 monthsto be
greater than our income.

Q: Why have we had to do that?

Peter: Because, although our general giving hasincreased significantly over the past year, as mor e people
have started to covenant and tithe, we anticipate that it may well not increase enough during 2004 to
cover the costs of a church which now has two full-time Ministers, and many other important areas of
expenditure.

Q: Haveyou planned for the offerings from the congregation to increase at all in this next year?
Peter: Yes, by 10% mor e than was given in 2003. That means we aretrusting for an increase of around
£4700 during 2004..

Q: What do you anticipate that our shortfall will be next year?

Peter: | need to emphasise that thisisonly an estimate. 1f income doesincrease by the 10% it meansthat
the shortfall will be around £4500. Of course, if peoplein the church give more generously, and we get
mor e tax reclaimed, we may not have a deficit at all!

Q: But if thereisa deficit, how will that be met?

Peter: It will be met from some cash reserves that the church has built up over the last few years, which
could be used elsewhere, but will have to be used in thisway if it is needed.

Q: Now the church has made the decision on budget what are you hoping will happen?

Peter: | would love to see people doing three things: -
1. Taking theresponsibility to give moreregularly through the bank standing orders or the envelope
scheme, then we know what regular income we have and we can plan better.
2. Anyonewho isatax payer making surethat all their giving istax efficient so that we get £2.80 back
from the tax man for every £10 given, in any way.
3. Recognising that tithing to the church is our first responsibility in terms of giving, as we see the
mission and ministries of Hope expanding over the next monthsand years.

Q: How do they do those things?

Peter: A simpleform for the bank, or ayear’ sworth of gift envelopes, are available fromthe back of the
church, or from me.

Q: What about the 2004 Thank Offering. Why isthat not detailed in the budget?

Peter: Simply because the Thank Offering is seen as a special additional offering, used to support special
projectsnot in the budget. Often this has a mission focus, sometimesit is a one off church project. This
year it will probably form a major part of our financial commitment to the development of the church
sanctuary, for which planswill be brought to the church meeting early in 2004.

Q: Should we be worried about the church finances? Are you worried?

Peter: | am not worried, but do recognise that we cannot go on forever setting deficit budgets. Asa church
we arein a phase of growth, but the giving of the congregation has not quite caught up yet with the costs
that we now face. | am hopeful that it could do quite soon. Even during 2004, if we all took seriously our
commitments.

Q: Anything else you should tell us about budget and finances?

Peter: Only to ask peopleto pray and review how, and how much, they give to the church. | also want to
thank those who do give so regularly and sacrificially who have helped usto reach the stage we now
have, with so many wonderful opportunitiesfor the gospel.

A copy of our Church’ s2004 budget follows

Hope Baptist Church

Draft Budget 2004

EXPENDITURE Budget Estimate Actual
2004 2003 2002
1. Ministry 57000 42000 22700
2. Mission 9700 10000 10200
3 7000 7000
4. Building maintenance/supplies 14750 12000 13900
5. “ Administration” 7730 16350 28450




6.Youth and Children Ministry Ministryy 1200 1380

7. Training 300 700

8. Evangelismismgelism 600 500

9. Transport/MiniBusMini-bus 2000 2500

10.Children and Families Worker 300 Nil

TOTAL 93400 87350 82250

INCOME Budget Estimate Actual
2004 2003 2002

1. Weekly offerings 40700 36000 30700

2. Donations/special gifts 4000 11000 11150

3. Thank Offering ? Given away 4260

4. Tax recovered on gifts 11000 10000 8700

5. Rent of premises 27500 26000 27200

6. Interest on investments 4000 3000 3030

7. Mission 1700 7000 7000

8

TOTAL 88900 93000 92040

Included within Admin in Previous Yearsn” in previousyears.
Included within Building Maintenance in 2002.

Questions:
A. A. How do we deal with the Sanctuary development costs Re: I nvestments?
B. B. How do we show Thank Offering 2003 and its use? Exp Item 3 ?
C. C. How do we deal with the Thank Offering 2004?
50% Sanctuary, 50% Special Mission Project ??
D. D. What isour new 2003 estimate for Offering?
What do we include in “Ministry” for C&F worker for 20047

January Rotas
Créche
04 Family Service
11 Pat & Steven Dodd
18 Sarah Aldersley & Merrilyn Duook
25 Family Service

Coffee

04 Pat Dodd and Tim
CQ 11 Judith and John Pinch

18 Cindy and Ray Hedges

25 John and Carole Eascott

BM S Birthdays
07 Mrs. Claudia Robertson
09 Mrs. Kathleen Pritchard

Flowers
04 Viola Woodward - Birthday remembrance of her husband
11



18
25 Estelle Robertson - In memory of her father Mr Jack Veal

January Diary

Sun 04 10.30 Family Service at Hope with St Pancras and Pennycross M ethodist. Rev Andrew
Gardiner

19.00 Prayer for Peverel — Gary Streeter
Wed 07 10.00 Parent and Toddler*

1.00 Parent and Toddler*
Thu 08 10.00 Coffee Morning*
Sun 11 10.30 Morning Worship — New Friendships Phil 2
Tue 13 Fellowship Groups
Sun 18  10.30 Morning Worship and Communion.New Confidence Phil 3""Rev Andrew Gardiner
Tue 20 7.30 Church Meseting
Thu 22 Men’ s Group— talk by Chris Robinson
Sun 25 10.30 Family Service— Rev Andy Saunders
Tue 27 Fellowship Groups
* These meetings are held weekly
February
Hospitality and Friendship. During February we have cut as many meetings as possible to encour age
everyoneto invite people they would liketo get to know a bit better around for a meal.
Sat 7 February. 21 Century Evangelism. A training day with J John at Central Hall. Details of price
and time available from the chur ch office.Evening Celebration with J John.
Thanks
| would like to express my thanksfor all the cards, flowers and support following Jock’ s death. Special
thanksto Andy for conducting the funeral and to Wilf and Thelma and Margar et who spent hours sitting
with meat Derriford and to the team who provided excellent food later
Doreen
Thank You
Chrisand | would like to say Thank you for all the kindness and support given during my enforced 10 day
hospital stay. Thank you especially for your prayersand we give thanksto God that all isfine.
Debbie Houston

Wishing you all a very Happy New Y ear
W\ -

%

190 pev Andy Saunders

SERMON NOTEBOOK on Stephen with Paul Hardingham

Stephen: Acts 7: 51-60

We should not forget that on Boxing Day we also celebrate "the feast of Stephen” . Stephen occupies
aunique place asthefirst Christian martyr, and his death was a watershed in the history of the
early church. Asaresult of the persecution prompted by his death, the church was scattered from
Jerusalem, and Jewish Christians began to sharetheir faith with non-Jews for thefirst time.
Stephen'sLife

Stephen isfirst mentioned as one of the deaconsin the Jerusalem church, charged with the job of
ensuring a fair distribution of food and relief to the widows. He is described as'a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit'. While confident of God's faithfulness, his whole personality was under the



control of the Holy Spirit. Little wonder that God was clearly seen at work through him!

* To what extent does this describe your life?

Stephen's Wisdom

As aresult of the signs and wonder s he performed Stephen was arrested and put on trial. However,
nobody was able to argue against his wisdom, and in a remarkable sermon he demonstrated clearly
how God's purposes are fulfilled in Christ. This God-given insight enabled him to see to the heart of
things.

* In what situations do we too need such wisdom?

Stephen's Death

Stephen died as he lived, full of the Holy Spirit! A vision of the ascended Christ sustained him
through his stoning to death. However he died like his master, commending himself to God, and
praying for hismurderers.

* How does this compar e with our own expectations of death?

The story of Stephen reminds us forcefully again of the truth of those words* the blood of martyrs
isthe seed of the church’

What'sin a Name?

by David Winter

Shakespeare said that a rose by any other name would smell as sweet, which is undoubtedly true.
But that doesn't mean that names aren't important. People who are given ridiculous or
inappropriate names by their parents often go to great lengthsto assume another, whether a
nickname or a genuine, legal change. Names colour our view of people - who would call their little
boy * Adolf'?

All through the Bible names ar e highly significant. Sometimes God himself is said to * name' people
- Abraham, for instance. Jesus named Simon as‘ Peter’, therock. And at this Christmas season we
arereminded that the name ‘ Jesus' itself was not simply a matter of Joseph and Mary discussing
what to call their new baby boy. It was the angel of God who named him: * You areto name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins' (Matthew 1:21). The name, as it were, would
determine the divine purpose behind this miraculous birth. The child's name, Jesus - Yeshua in
Hebrew - was also the name of the man who led the I sraelites into Canaan, usually rendered in
English as* Joshua'. So the name was afeady associated with a mighty saviour (which explainsthe
second part of the angel's message). At Bethlehem a greater * Joshua' was to be born, one who
would also lead his people into a new and promised kingdom. But this time the water s would be the
waters of death and the promised land nothing less than the kingdom of heaven.

There's another name in Matthew's account of the birth of Jesus - * Emmanuel’. * Look, thevirgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’' - words taken from the prophet
Isaiah and applied to the baby yet to be born. So far aswe know, nobody ever actually called Jesus
“ Emmanuel', but thetitle has enormous significance. It means* God with us'. At Bethlehem, in some
mysterious way, the God of eternity entered the world of mortality in the person of thisinfant: * The
Word became flesh and dwelt among us' (John 1:14). And then, right at the end of Matthew's
Gospel, we have the promise that although in physical presence Jesus wasto leave the earthly
world, hewould still be* God with us' to the end of human time (M atthew 28:20).

So names matter, especially biblical ones. In many ways, the name tells us all we need to know in
order to understand the purpose of the coming of Jesus. * He will save his people from theirsins' ,
and ‘ hewill be with us, even to the end of the age'

The Outlook
This months Outlook has been compiled by Claire Worrall. Next months edition will be put
together by Nicky Hatherell, who will grateful for any articles as soon as possible.



